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If you can find ways without any obstacles, it probably leads nowhere.  

(Che Guevara)  
***************************************************  

In this unit you will learn how to use the following new idioms:  

1. Get down to business ث٠ اْٝ ١ٞٗٞع دَىاهشٚ ،ٍكشٚ َٕاؽ اْٝ ٦ٗٔت  

When the boss and vice president arrive, we can get down to business. 

 ٨ٖ ث٠ اْٝ ١ٞٗٞع ثذَىا٧ُٖ.سٞاٛ ٦ٗٝ ٗؼبٝٛ٘ ثَٕٜي ٍئ٨ٔ  ٝهش٦ ٠ً

2. Big cheese ٖ(ٕبُٗبٙ ٧ب ًَٙز ،)ىٍ ٧ي َُٟٝ ٨ٔئٍ ،ٝ ٠ًٔ ُٜيٟ ٙوٜ ٢ٗ  

Apparently his husband is a big cheese in one of the major banks. 

 ١ب٥ ث٠ٍُِ. ٨ٔ ٦ٌ٧ اُ ثبٛيئ١َٖ٘ٗ ٍ ظب١َاً

3. Hold / nurse a grudge against someone ٚاُ ٦ًٖ ٠ٜ٨ً ث٠ ىّ َُكش 

He still holds a grudge against me for refusing to lend him money. 

 ٠ٜ ث٠ ىّ ىاٍٟ.٨ً ،َ هَٟ ٛياىٙ د٥ّٞاٝ ١ُٜٞ اُ ٗٚ ث٠ هب

4. Get out of hand ٙهبثْ ًٜشَّ ٙيٙ ؿ٨َ ،ا١ٝبع اُ ًٜشَّ هبٍع ٙي  

Unemployment is getting out of hand. .ث٨ٌب٥ٍ ىاٍٟ اُ ًٜشَّ هبٍع ٠ٚ٨ٗ 

5. (With) no strings attached ىاٙش٦ ثيٝٙ ٨١ؾ ؿٖٚ ،ثيٝٙ ٨١ؾ ه٨ي ٝ ٦٥َٙ  

I will help you with no strings attached. 

 .ًٜٖ ٦ٗٙ ٨١ؾ ه٨ي ٝ ٦٥َٙ ث٢ز ً٘ي ثيٝ
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6. Now you are talking ا٧ٚ ٙي ٧ي كَف كٖبة 

Child: “I am sorry that I did not listen to you. From now on I will do 

whatever you want.” 

Mother: “Now you are talking!” 

 .«اٛؼبٕ ٨ٗيٕ ؿ٦ ثوٞا٥ ٕلٖ ٠ً ث٠ كَكبر ُٞٗ ٛياىٕ. اُ الاٙ ث٠ ثؼي ١َأٗش» ثـ٠:

 .«كبلا ا٧ٚ ٙي ٠٧ كَف كٖبة» ٗبىٍ:

7. Beat a dead horse ٙآة ىٍ ١بٝٙ ًٞث٨يٙ ،سلاٗ ٧ب ًبٍ ث٢٨ٞىٟ ًَى  

This argument is just beating a dead horse. 

 ٛياٍٟ.ا٥  ا٧ٚ ثلض كو٤ آة ىٍ ١بٝٙ ًٞث٨ي٠ٛ ٛش٨ؼ٠

8. Have a big mouth ٙ٠س٠ٛٞ ٍاُىاٍ ثبٙ ٦ًٖ ٠ً ٦٘ٛ ،ى١ٚ ٓن ثٞى  

She has such a big mouth; she told them the whole story. 

 اٝٙ ٠٧ آىٕ ى١ٚ ٓو٠٨ ٠ً ِٛٞ! ًْ ٗبػَا ٍٝ سؼ٧َق ًَى.

9. At sixes and sevens َٕىٍُٖ ،ك٨َاٙ ٝ ََُٕىاٙ ،١بع ٝ ٝاع  

When the guests arrived, we were still at sixes and sevens. 

 ع ٝ ٝاع ثٞى٧ٖ.١ب ٨ٍٕيٛي ٗب ١ُٜٞ ١ب ٝهش٦ ٢ٗ٘بٙ

10. Burn the midnight oil ٙسب ثٞم َٕ ٦ٗبٓؼ٠ ًَى 

She burned the midnight oil. .سب ثٞم َٕ ىٍٓ هٞٛي 

11. Come hell or high water ٌٚ٘ٗ ١َ ؿ٠ ثبىاثبى ،ث٠ٚ هٞاى ٦ٗؿ٦  ١َ ،ث٠ ١َ ٧َ٥ن  

I will come tomorrow, come hell or high water. 

 .)كش٘ب اٝٛؼبٕ( ث٠ٚ هٞاى ٦ٗؿ٦  ٗٚ كَىا ٨ٗبٕ كبلا ١َ

12. Chicken out ٙسَٕي( ٦ٗ )ؿٞٙ ػب ُىٙ ،س٨َٕي  

My father is very happy that I did not chicken out. 

 ديٍٕ ه٦ٔ٨ هٞٙلب٠ٓ ٠ً ٗٚ ػب ِٛىٕ.
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Exercises and Tasks  

A. Match the following idioms with Persian equivalents (two 

items are redundant).  

1. get out of hand 

2. hold a grudge against someone 

3. get down to business 

4. big cheese  

5. beat a dead horse 

6. at sixes and sevens  

7. now you are talking 

 

 آة ىٍ ١بٝٙ ًٞث٨يٙ  (أ 

 آىٕ ثب ٛلًٞ ٝ ٠ًٔ ُٜيٟ (ة 

 ٍكشٚ َٕاؽ اْٝ ٦ٗٔت  (ع 

 ١بع ٝ ٝاع  (ى 

 ا١ٝبع اُ ًٜشَّ هبٍع ٙيٙ  (ٟ 

 ػب ُىٙ (ٝ 

  ىّ َُكشٚ اُ ٦ًٖ ٠ٜ٨ً ث٠ (ُ 

 ا٧ٚ ٙي كَف كٖبة (ف 

 ١َ ؿ٠ ثبىا ثبى (٣ 

B. Complete each sentence with appropriate idioms (tow 

items are redundant).  

burn the midnight oil now you are talking  chicken out  

have a big mouth no strings attached big cheese 

at sixes and seven hold a grudge get down to business  
 

1. You can never trust him to talk about your personal life. He …………… . 

2. That is a good idea; ……………….. . 

3. Don‟t ………………..; you should do it, whatever it takes.  

4. Let‟s …………………; we don‟t have enough time. 

5. I have to finish this report by Monday. I should …………………. to keep 

the deadline.  
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6. He is a …………………….. He has influence on every one. 

7. I usually don‟t ………..….…… and forget people‟s talk soon.  

C. Translate the following sentences into English. 

 ١ب٥ ث٠ٍُِ. ٨ٔ ٦ٌ٧ اُ ًَٙزئديٍٕ ٍ -1

 كبلا ا٧ٚ ٙي ٠٧ كَف كٖبة. -2

 .ث٠ٚ هٞاى ٦ٗؿ٦  َُىٕ. كبلا ١َ ٗٚ كَىا ثَ ٦ٗ -3

 ٗشبٕلب٠ٛ ػب ُىٕ. ىٍثبٍٟ هجّٞ ًَىٙ ا٧ٚ دَّٟٝ ٙي ىاٙشٖ ٝ -4

 اُ ٗٚ ٠ٜ٨ً ث٠ ىّ ىاٍٟ اٗب ٗٚ ٨ٛشٖ ه٨َٟ. -5

D. Look at the picture on the first page of this chapter and 

guess which idiom it is illustrating. 

 

E. Read the following idioms and make a story using them. 
 

Idioms on „money‟ 
 

1. Money talks (Money is honey.)  ٠ُٛ دّٞ كَف اّٝ ٍٝ ٦ٗ  

2. Easy money   ٟاُ ٍاٟ ٛبىٍٕز(دّٞ ُك٘ز ٨ٌٚٛي(  

3. Good money  ٟدّٞ ُك٘ز ٨ًٚي 

4. Money doesn‟t grow on trees  دّٞ ػٔق هَٓ ٨ٖٛز 

5. Have money to burn  ٚدّٞ ا١بك٦ ىاٙش 

6. Money burns a hole in her pocket  دّٞ سٞ ػ٨ت ٠ٛٞ٘٨٘ٛ 

7. To be hard up for money  ٙدّٞ ثٞى ًٖ 

8. To be loaded (He is loaded.) ١ٝؼ٘ سٞد٠ ،هَ د٠ٓٞ   
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9. To be rolling in it (He is rolling in it.) ٥َف هَ د٠ٓٞ 

10. Rake in dollars (He is raking in dollars.)   ٍٝ٠ًٜ ٥٦َٗف دّٞ دب  

11. Streets are paved with gold. سٞ ه٨بثٞٙ دّٞ ٧ٍوش٠ 

12. To be well off (He is well off.) (إز)ىٍ ٍكبٟ  ١ٝؼ٘ هٞث٠  

13. To be on easy street (He is on easy street.) ثٞىٙ  ىٍى ث٦ َٗك٠  

14. To be in the black (He is in the black.) )ٚدٞٓياٍ ثٞىٙ )كٖبة دَ ىاٙش 

15. Penniless (He is penniless.)  دّٞ ث٦  

16. Broke (adj.) (He is really broke.) ٌٍٖٝٙش٠ 

17. To be in the red (He is in the red.) آٟ ىٍ ثٖب٣ ٛياٍى 

18. Black account َكٖبة د 

19. Red account كٖبة هب٦ٓ 

20. Con- artist (He is a con- artist.) ٍ٨ٙبى  ،ًلا١جَىا  

21. Hustler (He is a hustler.)   ٟٛبىٍٕزٗشوٜٞ دّٞ ىٍ آٍٝىٙ اُ ٍا  

22. Quick-buck artist (He is a quick- buck artist.)  ٍٞٗلز ه 

23. Marry money (He married money.) ٙثَا٥ دّٞ اُىٝاع ًَى  

24. Gold- digger (She is a gold-digger.)  

 .هب٦٘ٛ ٠ً ثَا٥ هب٦ٓ ًَىٙ كٖبة آهب٦٧ ثب اٝ اُىٝاع ًٜي

25. Open-handed (He is very open-handed.) ُىٕز ٝ ىّ ثب 

26. What a rip- off!    ٕز؟ا٠ِٗ َٕ َُى٠ٛ  

27. It is a pig in a poke ثٜؼْ( )ػٜ ٗلش٘ ٠َُٛٝ ٔ  

28. Grease someone‟s palm ٕٙج٨ْ ٦ًٖ ٍا ؿَة ًَى 

29. Six- figure salary (He has a six-figure salary.) ىٍآٗي ٛؼ٦ٗٞ 

30. Money laundry ّٞ٦٧ٞٙ د   
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Different ways of 

 „agreeing someone‟ 

 

 

a. I do agree with you. 

b. I couldn‟t agree more.  

c. You made a good point.  

d. I go with you.  

e. I agree up to a point.  

f. Fall in with something.  

g. Make a pact. 

h. Reach a compromise.  

i. Meet somebody half way. 

 



 

 

 

Chapter 3 
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"May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears."  

(Nelson Mandela) 

****************************************************  

In this unit you will learn how to use the following new idioms:  

1. Get a second mind 

Get one‟s second mind 

 ٥َٝ٨ٛ سبُٟ َُكشٚ، ٛل٦ٖ سبُٟ ًَىٙ، سؼي٧ي هٞا ًَىٙ

I had to quit the race because I never got my second mind. 

 )ٛل٦ٖ سبُٟ ٌَٛىٕ( ٗؼجٍٞ ٙيٕ ٖٗبثو٠ ٍٝ ١ٍب ًٜٖ ؿٞٙ اٝلا سؼي٧ي هٞا ٌَٛىٕ.

2. Keep an ear to the ground / Have one‟s ear to the ground 

َٛ ػ٘غ ًَىٙاٞآ ٙ٘ ىك، ُٞٗ ث٠ َُٛ ثٞىٙ   

I believe we have to keep our ears to the ground, so that we can know their 

new plan. 

 ثل٨٘٢ٖ. ٍٝ ٠ً ٦ِ٘١ ثب٧ي ُٞٗ ث٠ َُٛ ثب٨ٖٙ سب ثَٛب٠ٗ ػي٧يٙٞٙ ًٜٖ ٦ٗ كٌَ

3. Rack one‟s brain ٙث٠ ٗن كٚبٍ آٍٝى 

He racked his brain to remember the story. 

 ٗن هٞىٗ كٚبٍ آٍٝى ٠ً ىإشبٙ ٍا ث٠ هب٥َ ث٨بٍٝى. ث٠

4. Sell someone or something short ىٕز ًٖ َُكشٚ ؿ٥ِ٨ ٧ب ٦ًٖ 

This is a great restaurant. Don‟t sell it short. 

 ىٕز ًٖ ٨َِٛٗ. ،ػب٠٨ٓا٧ٚ ٍٕشٍٞاٙ 
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5. Be in deep water(s) 

 ثٞىٙ ىٍ ٧ي ٗٞهؼ٨ز ٕوز ٝ ىٙٞاٍ ،ىٍ َُكشب٥ٍ ٝ ٗو٠ٞ٘ ثٞىٙ

I will be in deep water unless I pass that exam. 

 ٖٚ.ٛاٝٙ اٗشلبٙ ٍٝ هجّٞ  اًَُبٍٕ ٕوز ٠ٚ٨ٗ 

6. Scare the hell out of somebody َسَى ًَىٙ ٦ًٖ ٍا اُ سَٓ ١ُ  

What are you doing? You scared the hell out of me. 

 سًَٖ ًَى٥. ٦ًٜ؟ اُ سَٓ ١َُ ٦ٗ ؿ٦ ًبٍ ىا٥ٍ

7. As right as rain ّٕبٖٓ ٝ َٕكب 

Today, I feel as right as rain. ٕٓبٖٓ ٝ َٕكبٖٓ. ًٜٖ ٦ٗ اَُٗٝ اكٖب  

8. If my memory serves me right. 

 اَُ اٙشجبٟ ٌٜٖٛ ،اَُ ىٍٕز ٧بىٕ ثب٠ٙ ،اَُ كبكظ٠ إ ٧ب٥ٍ ٠ًٜ

If my memory serves me right, we shuld turn right here. 

 د٨ـ٨ٖ ث٠ ٕ٘ز ٍإز. ب ٦ٗاَُ ىٍٕز ٧بىٕ ثب٠ٙ ا٧ٜؼ

9. Bag and baggage ٍ٠٘١ ؿ٦ ،ىاٍ ٝ ٛيا  

This is all you see. Bag and baggage. ث٦ٜ٨. ىاٍ ٝ ٛياٍ ٗٚ ٠ٜ٨٘١ ٠ً ٦ٗ  

10. Do a roaring trade ًٙبٍ ٝ ًبٕج٦ ٠ٌٕ ثٞى 

He is really doing roaring trade. ًًبٍ ٝ ًبٕج٨٘ ٠ٌٕ إز. اٝٙ ٝاهؼب  

11. Not be on speaking terms with somebody ٙثب ٦ًٖ كَف ِٛىٙ ٝ ه٢َ ثٞى 

He is not on speaking terms with his brother. 

  .٠ُٛ كَف ٦٘ٛثب١بٗ ه٢َٟ ٝ  ثَاىٍٗاٝ ثب 

12. Break a leg ثب٨ٙي، ٗٞكن ثب٦ٙ  

 “I am having an exam today.” اَُٗٝ اٗشلبٙ ىإٍ    

 “Break a leg!”  ٙ٦ٗٞكن ثب  


